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DATE: 

TOPIC: 

REDCLIFF MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

FOR COMMENT/DISCUSSION 

April 27th, 2018

Bylaw 1860/2018, proposed amendments to the Land Use Bylaw 
regarding cannabis legalization 

BACKGROUND: 

Redcliff Town Council gave first reading of amendments to the Land Use Bylaw regarding  
cannabis legalization on April 23rd, 2018. The amendments are being brought before MPC for 
comment and discussion. The public hearing is scheduled for May 14th, 2018. After the public 
hearing, the second and third readings of the amending bylaw may be given. MPC comments 
will be forwarded to Council at the public hearing. 

Federal legalization of recreational cannabis is planned for summer 2018. Municipalities like 
Redcliff have authority over where cannabis-related businesses can be located, and where 
public consumption of cannabis is permitted. Proposed amendments to the Land Use Bylaw 
(LUB) set out the locations and specific regulations for cannabis stores and cannabis production 
facilities in Redcliff.  

Further amendments to additional bylaws regarding cannabis legalization, including 
consumption, will be brought to council at subsequent council meetings.  

LUB Amendment Process & Consultation 

Research  

Resources from the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA), Brownlee LPP, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission, Health 
Canada, Alberta Health Services, and various municipalities in Alberta were reviewed and 
considered prior to drafting the proposed amendments to Redcliff’s LUB.   

Council Involvement 

Council had the opportunity to first view the draft LUB amendments when they were brought for 
information on March 12th. Ten requests for decision related to cannabis legalization were 
brought to council on April 9th to provide Administration with policy direction. Council was also 
provided with the public engagement results, for information, on April 9th.  

Public & Stakeholder Involvement 

A public survey was released on March 6th and collected 467 responses before closing on 
March 31st. Additionally, two open houses on cannabis legalization were held at Town Hall on 
March 15th and 20th. Members of Administration also met with representatives from the RCMP 
and City of Medicine Hat to discuss approaches to cannabis legalization.  

Summary of Proposed Changes: 

Proposed changes to the Land Use Bylaw are based on best practices research, public and 
stakeholder input, and direction received from Council at the April 9th, 2018 Council meeting, 
during which Council passed 10 resolutions related to the legalization of recreational cannabis. 
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Administration has broken the proposed LUB update into the following three sections for the 
purpose of discussion (all sections are presented as one amending bylaw for first reading):  

1. Definitions  

New definitions for cannabis-related uses are required to allow for specific cannabis-related 
regulations within the LUB. For example, you cannot include regulations for a Cannabis Retail 
Store, or specifically permit or disallow a Cannabis Retail Store in certain locations, without first 
defining a Cannabis Retail Store.  

New definitions to the LUB include: 

 Cannabis 
 Cannabis Accessory 
 Medical Marijuana 
 Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility 
 Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility Overlay  
 Cannabis Retail Store 
 Cannabis Retail Store Overlay 
 Cannabis Lounge  
 Medical Marijuana Dispensary  

 
2. Cannabis Retail Store Regulation  

The Cannabis Retail Store regulation sets out specifics regarding zoning, setback distances, 
development standards, and Development Permit Application requirements for Cannabis Retail 
Stores to minimize the potential negative effects associated with cannabis legalization.  

The location of Cannabis Retail Stores was a concern of 44% of survey respondents. The top 
preferred Cannabis Retail Store locations amongst survey respondents were general 
commercial and light industrial areas. The proposed Cannabis Retail Store Overlay permits 
Cannabis Retail Stores in light industrial, general commercial, highway commercial, and 
downtown commercial areas, as long as they meet the other Overlay conditions. 41% of 
respondents did not want Cannabis Retail Stores located in downtown commercial areas. 
Concern for Cannabis Retail Stores downtown is addressed by including, in addition to 
provincial guidelines, 100m separation distances from daycares and parks in the proposed 
Cannabis Retail Store Overlay, eliminating many downtown parcels. Separation distances from 
daycares were wanted by ~80% of respondents, and parks by ~61%.  

Key aspects of the Cannabis Retail Store regulation include: 

1. Cannabis Retail Stores must only be located in an area covered by the Cannabis Retail 
Store Overlay, as determined by council resolution on April 9th (see attached map) 

2. Development Permit Applications for Cannabis Retail Stores must provide a for a certain 
level of public participation, as determined by council resolution on April 9th  

3. Applicants must provide a copy of their provincial retail license  

4. Applicants must clearly demonstrate site safety and security measures 

5. Cannabis Retail Store is a discretionary use, Municipal Planning Commission 
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6. The use and Development Permit for a Cannabis Retail Store will expire and require 
reapplication every five years  

3. Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility Regulation  

The Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility regulation sets out specifics regarding zoning, 
setback distances, development standards, and Development Permit Application requirements 
for Cannabis Production and Distribution Facilities. Cannabis Production and Distribution 
Facilities are already legal in Canada, though no provisions are included in Redcliff’s current 
LUB.  

Key aspects of the Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility regulation include: 

1. Cannabis Production and Distribution Facilities must only be located in an area covered by 
the Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility Overlay, as determined by council 
resolution on April 9th (see attached map)  

2. Applicants must provide a copy of their cannabis production license issued by Health 
Canada  

3. Applicants must clearly demonstrate site safety and security measures 

4. Cannabis Production and Distribution Facilities are a discretionary use, Development Officer  

5. The use and Development Permit for a Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility will 
expire and require reapplication every five years  

POLICY/LEGISLATION: 

Federal:    Cannabis Act  

Provincial: Bill 26, An Act to Control and Regulate Cannabis 

       O.C. 027/2018, Gaming and Liquor Amendment Regulation  

       Bill 6, Gaming and Liquor Statutes Amendment Act  

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 

Amendments to the land Use Bylaw are necessary to prepare for cannabis legalization.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

Proposed Land Use Amending Bylaw 1860/2018 

Map A: Proposed Cannabis Retail Store Overlay  

Map B: Proposed Cannabis Production and Distribution Facility Overlay  
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South Saskatchewan River

             Map A
Cannabis Retail Stores
       Overlay map

³ Data source: Town of Redcliff GIS

Author: Town of Redcliff GIS
Date: 4/20/2018
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South Saskatchewan River

                             Map B
Cannabis Production & Distribution Facility
                        Overlay map

³ Data source: Town of Redcliff GIS

Author: Town of Redcliff GIS
Date: 4/20/2018
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